THE  AUTHORITY  OF   SCIENCE
of the period in which the anti-revolutionary agony is piled up
so as either to make the reader's flesh creep at its horrors or to
make him jeer at its foolishness.
The culminating distinction is to be found in his analysis of
the Terror and of the typical Jacobin mind, the understanding
of which he had previously declared to be essential to any
understanding of the Revolution. The Jacobin incarnated in
the first place the absurd dogma of popular sovereignty, under-
stood after the manner of the Social Contract, and inevitably
resulting in a theory that was anarchical, socialistic and despotic.
That being so, " all judgments on the men of 1789 based on
imagination, sentiment, sympathy are to be modified: these
illusions and embracings can call only for pity." * The Jacobin
is par excellence the believer in destruction and rebuilding de
novo. Finally, he is so carried away by the abstract logic of
his dogma that he destroys in the name of brotherhood and
establishes universal happiness through the Terror. He is in
fact a madman.2
This picture of the Jacobin is typical of Taine's method. No
one can deny that the facts he adduces are true ; what he states
did happen. But it is not all that happened; nor are we really
told why it happened. No one can deny the excesses of the
Convention, but the Convention carried through a number of
undertakings that proved perfectly successful, and even where
it failed, France is still living on its ideas and its half-attempted
schemes. Further, it saved France from invasion, whereas no
one on reading Taine would realize that France had to face a
foreign danger, and that this danger had any bearing on the
dictatorial policy of the Convention. Nor does he allude to
the widespread enthusiasm aroused by the Revolution outside
the boundaries of France.
It must not be thought, however, that his detestation of the.
1  Letter, 6th July 1881 (Corr., iv., p. 123).
2  Of Taine's attempt to make this rationalist Jacobin the representative of
the Cartesian classical tradition, M. Seilliere says in the Revue de$ Deux
Mondes (i$th January 1918): " Le veritable esprit jacobin ne vient pas de
1'esprit classique mais est ne du mysticisme chritien emancipe* de ses cadres
traditionnels et rationnels a travers Rousseau."
237